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N.  Korea  imprisons 
American  Christian 
for  ‘religious  activities’ 

PYONGYANG.  North  Ko-  “Several  years  ago,  Ken- 
rea  (BP  and  local  reporta)  neth  saw  an  opportunity  that 
—  Kenneth  Bae,  an  Aroeri-  combined  his  entrepreneurial 
can  Christian  sentenced  to  spirit  with  his  personal  con- 

15  years  in  a  , _ _ _ i  victions  as  a  Christian,”  the 

North  Korean  [  ~1  website,  freekeruurw.com, 

labor  camp,  j  states.  'He  believed  in  show- 

reportedly  W* ^  ing  compassion  to  the  North 
confessed  I  JmmS  j  Korean  people  by  contribut- 
to  commit-  ing  to  their  economy  in  the 


PRAISE  AND  VWOR8HH*  -  Members  of  the  William  Carey  University  band  share  their  unique 
gifts  during  the  Monday  evening  eeeeion  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  State  Evangelism  Conference 
The  conference  was  held  at  Northcreet  Church,  Meridian,  Jan.  26  -  27.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 

Not  just  your  pastor's  conference 

Evangelism  event  a  blessing 
for  every  Mississippi  Baptist 

Tony  Martin  conferences  for  owr  25  yean  in  STEvangdimCon!^ 


ticheurg  Church,  Haltuaburg.  one  elae,  but  I  can  say  that  I  was 
Having  attended  evangelism  blessed,  challenged,  and  convict- 
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place  at  military  briefings  held 

I  warn  10  ue  puruuncu 
th*  North  as  soon  as  nossi- 
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WILLIAM  PERKINS 


■inti* 


What’s  the  difference? 


embryos  are  lea*  developed  than 
X  newborn*  (or,  for  that  matter, 
toddlers)  but  this  difference  is  not 
morally  significant  in  the  way  abortion 
advocates  need  it  to  be.  _ 

Consider  the  claim  that  the  immedi¬ 
ate  capacity  for  self-awareness  bestows 
value  on  human  beings.  Notice  that  this 
is  not  an  argument,  but  an  arbitrary 
assertion.  Why  is  some  development 
needed,  and  why  is  this  particular  de¬ 
gree  of  development  (i.e.,  higher  brain 


Guest  opinion 

wittbScott  Klusendorf 


thananother?  no  bearing  on  wh  j  you  are.  Does  your 
lat  abortion  value  change  when  you  cross  the  street 
or  roll  over  in  bed?  How  can  a  journey 
of  eight  inches  down  the  birth  canal  sud¬ 
denly  change  the  essential  nature  of  the 
unborn  from  non-human  to  human? 

If  one  asserts  that  the  unborn  are 
not  already  human,  how  does  merely 
changing  their  location  make  them  into 
persons  of  worth? 

Degree  of  Dependency.  If  ince- 
,  ndency  is  what  makes  us  human, 
what  do  we  make  of  those  who  depend 
"  ‘  1  Would 

'  may  be  killed? 
twins  who 


Stephen  Schwarz  pointed  out  in  the  19£' 
book.  The  Moral  Question  of  Abortion. 

Differences  of  size,  level  of  devel¬ 
opment,  environment,  and  degree  of 

dependency  are  not  relevant  such  that  -  ■  ■  _  -  -  _  -  -  , 
we  can  say  that  you  had  no  rights  as  an  pendency  is  what  makes 

embryo  but  you  do  have  rights  today.  ’  —  -  — . - -r - 

Think  of  Schwarz’s  acronym  SLED  as  on  insulin  or  kidney  medication? 

a  helpful  reminder  of  these  non-essen-  anyone  propose  that  they 
tial  differences :  What  about  conjoined  1 

share  blood  and  bodily  syi 
Size.  Embryos  are  smaller  than  Shouldn't  they  have  a  right  to  life? 
new’.orns  and  adults,  but  why  is  that 

relevant?  Do  we  really  want  to  say  that  In  short,  it’s  far  more  reasonable 
large  people  are  more  human  than  argue  that  although  humans  differ 
small  ones?  Men  are  generally  larger  mensely  with  respect  to  talents,  act 
than  women,  but  that  doesn’t  mean  plishments,  and  degrees  of  develop 
they  deserve  more  rights.  Size  doesn't  they  are  nonetheless  equal  in  value 
equal  value.  because  they  share  a  common  hum 

Level  of  development.  Embryos  nature, 

and  fetuses  are  less  developed  thar  the  True,  some  people  will  ignore  tb 
adults  they’ll  become  someday  —  but  scientific  and  philosophic  case  you 

H}»n,  why  is  this  relevant?  Four-year-  ent  for  the  pro-life  view  and  argue 


Seminary  panel  debates  future  of  American  Christianity 

HVHKkk — . . SSEES 
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Mt&fe  11  A  I  &er  alluded  to  a  mKj-20»h- 
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*€  a  certain  amount  of  soda!  and 

Cultural 


cultural  credibility. 
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show  host  and  conservative  pun-  I]  J 

'  J  I 

ralitv  in  America.  1*1.1-— TtM  ,,f**rT  f  mpWSt  I  'l  1 

R*’  ] 
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in  the  Utnted  States,  Bad  Religion,  I 
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with  a  Washington 

He  offered  a  “distillation"  of  the  ”  T 

socio-religious  environment  and  r _ _  ~  7  I«« 

the  cultural  conversation  in  the  1  ‘ , _ . _ :__ _ _ _ '. - - - 

“lie'  dwfrom  my  city  is  that  PANEL  DISCUSSION  -  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.  (right),  president  of  Southern  Seminary  in  Lou 
we  are  in  this  kind  of  post-culture  isvilte,  Ky.,  discusses  religion  in  public  life  with  New  York  Times  columnist  Ross  Douthat  (left) 
war  era  in  American  potties,'  and  radio  talk  show  host  Dennis  Prager  on  Jan.  28  on  the  Louisville  campus.  (BP  photo) 
Douthat  said,  describing  an  era  H 

-15.-1.  most  u  insider  religious 


have  theological  resources,  if  they 
will  lean  into  them,  that  will  pre¬ 
vent  some  of  the  things  that  have 

1  -S  II  t  ,  c  ,  |L  "  Lwv  oAlfl 


referencing  the  near  disappear¬ 
ance  of  liberal  Protestant  denom¬ 
inations  like  the  Presbyterian 
Church  (USA). 

While  conceding  Mohleris 
point,  Douthat  questioned 
whether  theologically  defined 
conservative  religion  could  re¬ 
store  conservative  values  to  ctd- 
turalprominence. 

“The  resilience  of  conserva¬ 
tive  religion  may  not  have  bee* 
as  resilient  as  a  lot  of  conservative 


There  was  in  the 
center  of  the  country 
—  and  1  don't  mean 
that  geographically, 
but  culturally  —  a 


"With  the  death  of 
traditional  Judaism 
and  traditional 
Christianity,  you  have 
the  unbelievably 


conservatism  as  “mostly  gone 
into  retreat*’ 

Douthat,  who  moved  to  D.C 
in  the  19906,  recalled  the  de- 


'It's  remarkable 
to  me  to  see  how 
quickly  —  this  was  just 
six  or  seven  years  ago 
—  the  conversation 
has  shifted,  and  how 
strong  the  assumption 
is  among  American 
journalists,  people  in 
the  American  media, 
and  people  who  work 
in  politics  that  the  sort 
of  post- 1970s  religipus 
right  versus  secular 
left  cultural  battles  are 
of  yesterday." 


was  in  tht  main,  a  survival'  it  may  1 a*  be  " enough 
^',™irhri«an^  to  restore  its  flourishing.- 
cultural  ennsnanny  Mohler,  returning  to  an  earber 
that  trended  in  one  point  about  transcendent  author- 
direction  for  the  ity,  said  the  primary  difference  in 

b«WPa«»<?°-70  SfcTCSjtS 

years,  and  it  had  a  foughtness." 
kind  of  moral  authority  “Iftheres  no  binding  authority 
that  is  disappearing  ~lf d^ 
before  our  eyes [church]  roof,  an/ no  one  is  p- 

■  ain.rf  M-w.—  ■-  ing  to  feel  guilty  for  not  going  to 
R,  Albert  Mohler  Jr.  ^Such,  MoWer  said. 

■  _ .  „4  “If  you  look  at  conservative 

-  ,.hJ^?lWd-rarv  Catholics  and  the  conservative 

■■(imam  »  Jewish  community,  the  conserva- 

tive  evangelicals,  what  you  find 
In^p-  is  persons  who  actually  believe 

...  __u  there  is  a  huge  'ought,’  there  is  a 

“and  everything  in  conservatism  franOT^vWlt  which  is  to 

follows  from  the  belef  that  peo-  sayi  [there  is  a]  God  to  whom  we 
pie  are  not  basically  itood.  Juda-  ^  answerable  and  there  is  some- 
ism  and  Christianity  were  united  thing  at  stake." 
in  teaching  that  people  were  not  -fte  three  men  fielded  ques- 
basicafly  good.  tions  from  the  audience.  Ques- 

“Witn  me  death  of  traditional  tions  and  answers  ranged  from 
Judaism  and  traditional  Christi-  the  loss  of  God  in  public  dis¬ 
anity,  you  have  the  unbelievably  course  and  conservative  in- 
dangerous  belief  that  people  are  volvement  in  pop  culture,  to  the 
basically  good,  and  everything  so-called  cultural  war  on  men 
flows  from  there  to  big  govern-  and  same  sex  marriage, 
merit  to  believing  that  your  opin-  The  event’s  emcee,  Warren 
ion  is  what  makes  things  moral.  Cole  Smith,  associate  pub- 
and  that’s  where  we  now  stand."  Usher  and  vice  president  of 
After  the  trio  set  forth  their  WORLD  magazine,  introduced 


good,  and  everything 
flows  from  there  to 
big  government  to 
believing  that  your 
opinion  is  what 
makes  things  moral, 
and  that’s  where  we 
now  stand." 


“It’s  remarkable  To  me  as 
someone  who  was  there  for  those 
debates,  and  participated  in  them, 
to  see  how  quickly  —  this  was  just 
six  or  seven  years  agp  —  the  con¬ 
versation  has  shifted,  and  how 
strong  the  assumption  is  among 


the  American  media,  and  people 
who  work  in  politics  that  the  sort 
of  post-i97W  religious  right  ver¬ 
sus  secular  left  cultural  battles  are 
of  yesterday,"  Douthat  said. 

The  consensus,  Douthat  sug¬ 
gested,  is  that  “re" 
tism  is  weakenii 
in  genera)  is  sin 
ing  in  ways  that 
pect  ioori5yeai 


that  America 
nly  seculariz- 
jpfe  didn't  ex- 
go,  that  what's 

m _ _ debate  about 

gay  marriage  is  kind  of  a  micro¬ 
cosm  of  these  trends  as  a  whole, 

and  that,  frankly,  if  there  is  a  sort 
of  future  in  the  debates  about  re¬ 
ligion  and  potties,  it’s  mote  tikery 
to  be  defined  by  some  resurgent 
religious  liberalism  which  a  let  of 

people  are  very  eager  to  identify 


world  compared  to  that  of  the 
previous  generation  is  a  move 
away  from  a  wide,  almost  requi¬ 
site,  acceptance  of  rehgioo  in  all 
facets  of  public  life. 

There  was  in  the  center  of  the 
country  —  and  I  don’t  mean  that 
geographically,  but  culturally  —  a 


better  part  of  60-70  years,  and  it  cissism,  winch  is  what  happens 
had  a  kind  of  moral  authority  that  when  there  is  no  transcendent 
is  disappearing  before  our  eyes,’  morality,  he  said.  ,  ,  , 
said  MoWer.  Extending  his  theological  ar- 

Prager,  a  practicing  Jew  who  gumett,  Prager  pointed  to  as- 
in  addition  to  hosting  a  radio  sumptions  about  the  nature  of 
show  is  a  syndicated  columnist  humanity  as  the  fundamental  dr- 
and  author,  responded  by  sue-  riding  line  between  liberals  and 
nesting  several  ways  in  which  conservatives  today. 

This  country  is  changing."  each  “Eveprthing  in  Whsm  fo\- 
of  which  he  tied  to  the  kiss  of  lows  from  the  belief  that  people 
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award  from  one  of  America'*  n«  rec,P*ant  of  a  major 

nizations.  Officiate  w£.  Zr  lS  A^dUCation  orV* 

Support  of  Education's  ^  Advncament  and 

?°utive  leadership  award  to  Rovca  at  ***  rB®lon'*  **- 

•n  Orlando  on  February  18  In  itT^  *iLth®<r  annual  conference 
the  honor  goes  to  Sou««»-*« 

institution,  inspiring  other*  creating  a  vision  for  their 
risk-taking  e^ng^mp,"^  innovation  and 

executives  suppling1 a»  as^^TT  ^  r9CO°r>i“*  college 
a  Poeitive  image  of  their  school.  fund'r»l»ing.  and  creating 
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DAILY  RISE  UP  IN  CHRIST! 
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ond  scriptures  in  the  2014  Diary 
*o  develop  your: 

•  Physical  Health 

•  Spiritual  Health 

•  Intellectual  Health 
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hap:/ /www.mbcb.org/cJ:urc  fc  ^rvwth/dfm/arts.aspx 
For  more  information  contact  the  Discipleship/Family  Minify  Dept'af  die 
MBCB  at  1-800-748-1651,  ext  283. 
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pO«  MORE  INFORMATION  AND  RESOURCES 

Church  Growth  Dept .  Mississippi  Boptisf  Convention 
«  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205 

E-mail:  sbeH@mbcb.org 
Phone:  601  292  3310  •  FAX;  601-714  7424 
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Join  us  qt  Garayway  Comp  & 
Conference  Center  tor  the  Ministry 
Assistants  Conference! 


Janie  Walters 


Jason  tasley 

Deadline  to  register  is 
May  1 7,  2bl4. 

Contact  Cathy  Toy  to*  of  the  Pastor/ 
Leadership  development  Dept,  for 
more  information  at  601-292-3305 


Confidentiality  guaranteed 
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Many  churches  art  discovering  new  insights  and  enthusiasm 
for  financial  planning  through  One  Day  Stewardship  Revivals. 


•  Practical  Guidance 

•  Spiritual  Renewal 

•  Tithing  Emphasis 


•  Financial  Analysis 

•  Leadership  Training 

•  Future  Options 
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MMF 
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For  more  information  contact  the  Mississippi  WMU  office  at  601-292-3319. 
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Student  Webcast  Training  •  March  13,  2014 
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- will  be  forwarded.  Please  send 

MBCB  WMU  MK  Birthdays,  PO  Box  530,  Jackson  MS  39205. 
PLEASE  NOTE:  Church  members  may  send  a  package  of  cards 
together;  cards  do  not  have  to  be  sent  individually  to  the  WMU. 
osfvficTv  Individual  cards  do  not  need  postage  stamps  when  sent  as  a 

BAPTISTS  package  to  MS  WMU. 

Please  include  your  return  address  on  each  card  envelope.  M/Cs  and  their  parents 
may  tuish  to  send you  an  update  or  note  of  appreciation. 
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disabilities,"  Tada  sakL  "The 


Staff  Changes 


Louis  Jones  has  retired  as  minister  of  music  from  CALVARY 
CHURCH.  CANTON.  He  served  Calvary  for  18  years. 
Shown  are  Jones,  Jerry  Jones,  and  pastor  Tom  Rayburn. 

In  other  Staff  News: 

>  Fred  Tubbs,  Nesbit,  is  available  for  supply,  interim,  and  re¬ 
vivals.  He  recently  retired  from  the  pastorate  at  Orchi  Church, 
Memphis,  after  almost  13  years,  BA  from  Union  University; 
M.Div.  and  Ph.D.  from  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Semi¬ 
nary.  He  can  be  reached  at  212a  Taiyn  Ln.,  Nesbit.  MS  38651. 
(662)  233-6054  (H);  (662)  298-6447  (C)- 


Ministry  Insurance 


Call  today  lor  a  free  Quote  888.9083662 
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DISASTER  RELIEF  TRAINING 


10  cost  covers 


Controversy 
song’s  Acadc 

BEVERLY  HILLS,  Cell*.  (BP 
and  local  reports)  —  The 

movie.  Alone  Yet  Not  Alone,  lost 
its  Academy  Award  nomina¬ 
tion  for  best  original  song  tore 
likely  because  of  Oscar-rewted 
politics  than  prejudice  agsinst 
the  movie's  Christian  message, 
a  film  industry  insider  said. 

The  Disney  animated  movie. 
Frozen,  nominated  for  best  orig¬ 
inal  song  for  Let  It  Go,  opens 
with  Vuelie,  a  tune  including 
music  from  the  Danish  Christ¬ 
mas  hymn  Fairest  Lord  Jesus, 
said  Ted  Baehr,  chairman  of 
the  Christian  Film  k  Television 
Commission  and  director  of  its 
Movieguide  of  family  movies 
and  entertainment. 

“As  soon  as  I  saw  Frozen  I 
recognized  'Fairest  Lord  Je¬ 
sus’  and  I  said.  This  is  great, 
a  big  Disney  film  with  Fairest 
Lora  Jesus  opening  the  movie," 
Baehr  told  Baptist  Press.  That 
song  is  more  explicit  than  Alone 
YetNot  Alone.  So  I  don’t  know 
how  you  would  explain  it  was  a 
bias  against  Christianity  if  Fro¬ 
zen  has  a  song  with  Fairest  Lord 
Jesus  in  it" 

Alone  Yet  Not  Alone  rated 
PG-13  for  violence,  is  based  on 
the  true  story  of  Barbara  and 
Regina  Leininger,  sisters  whose 
faith  was  tested  when  they  were 
captured  by  the  Delaware  Indi¬ 
ans  during  the  French  and  Indi¬ 
an  War  in  1735-  Brough¬ 

ton,  the  films  producer,  and 
Dennis  Spiegel  wrote  the  song 
that  was  initially  nominated. 

The  Academy  of  Motion  Pic¬ 
ture  Aits  &  Sciences  rescinded 
its  Oscar  nomination  for  Alone 
Yet  Not  Alone  on  Jam  28,  citing 
Broughton,  a  former  member  t* 
tbe  Academy’s  Board  of  Gwm 
non  and  a  current  member  of  its 
executive  committee,  for  using  tos 
influence  in  campaigning  for  the 
fibn  among  Academy  members. 


5y  erupts  over  Christian 
demy  Award  nominatio 


Baehr  said  the  Academy 
nomination  process  is  convo¬ 
luted,  and  that  the  nomination 
withdrawal  likely  came  after 
producers  of  successful  Mock- 
Dusters  questioned  the  inclu¬ 
sion  of  a  small,  largely  unheard- 
of  production. 

“Everybody  promotes  their 

Cjects...  This  is  the  normal 
nan  condition,"  Baehr  said. 
“[The  Academy]  suddenly  had 
a  lot  of  big-name  people  who 
were  saying,  "We  didn't  get 
nominated.  How  did  this  group 
get  nominated?’  So  this  is  just 
Hke  getting  into  s  sorority  or 
fraternity,  getting  into  a  club. 

There’s  diquism  involved 
here.  Whether  the  chquism  had 
political  motives  or  religious 
motives  is  hard  to  say,  because 
there  are  other  people  in  the 
system  that  were  just  as  reli¬ 
gious,'  Baehr  said.  Tou’ve  got 

idoublc  standard.  Why  there  is 
a  double  standard  you  d  have  to 
intuit  for  yourself. 

Christian  author  and  speaker 

plegic  advocate  for  people  with 


nomination 

disabilities,  sang  the  song  Akme 
Yet  Not  Alone  in  the  movie  by 
the  same  name,  which  had  a 
limited  release  last  year  and  is 
slated  for  a  broader  showing 
June  13. 

Tada  would  not  speculate 
regarding  the  Academy’s  mo¬ 
tivation  but  said  the  cancella¬ 
tion  “in  no  way  detracts  from 
either  the  song's  beauty  or 
its  message* 

"Regarding  the  reasons 
for  the  nomination  being  re¬ 
scinded,  it  is  not  my  place  to 
speculate  as  1  have  no  insights 
into  the  workings  of  the  en¬ 
tertainment  industry,"  Tada 
said  in  a  press  release.  "I  was 
honored  to  be  invited  to  sing 
the  song  and  it  will  always  be 
a  treasured  experience. 
iy  T  was  grateful  for  the  atten- 
>-  tion  the  nomination  brought  to 
in  this  worthy  song  and  the  inspi- 
■r  rational  film  behind  it,  as  well 
n-  as  to  the  ongoing  work  of  Joni 


srind  the  nomination  may  well 
bring  even  further  attention, 
and  1  only  hope  it  helps  to  fur¬ 
ther  extend  the  message  and 
impact  of  the  song." 

Tada  will  sing  the  song  at 
the  22nd  annual  Movieguide 
Faith  81  Values  Awards,  which 
will  honor  Christian  entertain¬ 
ment  achievements,  on  Feb.  7 

'n  She  wfifdso  be  the  featured 
speaker  at  tbe  Feb.  28  Health 
Conference  at  First  Church, 
Jackson,  sponsored  by  the  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board,  Baptist  Health  Systems, 
Inc.,  and  Summit  Counseling  of 
First  Church,  Jackson.  There  is 
no  charge  for  admission. 

For  more  information  on 
the  Health  Conference,  visit 
mbcb.org. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  «  pleased  to  put*»h 
news  end  photographs  ot  special  evert*  tb»' 
taka  place  in  cooptratino  church®*  ot  tn® 
Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  lor  secular  or  outside  organizations 
wi*  net  ba  published 

Preferred  method;  new*  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  eddress  below,  and 
mo*t  ba  included  in  the  message  segment  at 
an  email  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  needy  primed  on  8  1/2  by 
11 -inch  paper  and  mailed  A*  erodes  must  be 
received  in  writing;  no  erfdee  wdl  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-preser*  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 


please  make  arddes  concise  tncfcrde  the 
who.  what.  whan,  where  details  at  thettory, 
along  with  a  corded  person  s  address  and 
telephone  number 

photographs  must  be  submitted  electronically 


via  email  as  attachments  in  JPEG  format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Phdographa  must 
be  deer,  sharp,  and  watHightad.  Photographs 
must  depict  people.  No  landacape-.  bodd.ng-.  or 
object-only  photographs  will  be  printed. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gasUrras 
and  idiier  lion  able  clothing  wdl  ncd  be  published 
Call  phone  photographs  and  other  low  rasohdion 
item*  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  pddiahable. 

There  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wdl  be  pddWtad.  and  unsolicited 
material  wB  not  be  ecknoMdedged  or  returned. 

,  Ad  news  items  ate  subjed  to  editing,  and  ad 
photographs  are  subted  to  cropping.  N««s  items 
and/or  photograph*  can  ba  pdished  one  time 
only.  DeedSne  lor  submitting  news  it  one  weak 
prior  to  requested  publication  date.  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  wdl  be  published  on  a 
spece-evaiteble  basis.  These  guidelines  are  nd 
meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  news  to  The  Baptist 
630.  Jackson.  MS  392060630  FAX:  (601)  292- 
|y  3330.  E-mad:  baptistracordBmbcb.org 
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MILITARY 

com  from  p.  1 


chaplains  are  not  concerned  re¬ 
garding  the  free  exercise  or  ex¬ 
pression  of  their  faiths,’  Penrod 
said,  adding  that  the  sampling 
of  chaplains  on  her  teleconfer¬ 
ence  believe  if  they  do  encoun¬ 
ter  issues  that  those  would  be 
handled  appropriately. 

Other  military  leaders  testify¬ 
ing  at  the  hearing  also  held  that 
no  substantiated  instances  of  re¬ 
ligious  discrimination  have  taken 
place  recently  in  the  military, 
and  that  military  chaplains  of  aD 
faiths  are  free  from  any  undue 
influence  in  matters  of  feuth  prac¬ 
tices  or  conscience. 

However,  Carver  pointed  to¬ 
ward  a  climate  that  is  creating  a 
more  restrictive  faith  environ- 
men*  while  he  acknowledged 
the  military's  history  of  retypous 
freedom  protection. 

“It  was  my  personal  experi¬ 
ence  of  38  years  as  a  commis¬ 
sioned  Army  officer  that  the  mili¬ 


tary  placed  the  highest  value  on 
ensuring  the  religious  liberty  of 
our  troops.  The  Department  of 
Defense  has  historically,  although 
sometimes  too  lengthy  and  cau¬ 
tiously,  taken  extraordinary  mea¬ 
sures  to  approve  religious  accom¬ 
modation...  Our  troops,  and  most 
Americans,  understand  the  ten¬ 
sion  that  exists  between  the  reli¬ 
gious  needs  of  a  service  member 


In  addition  to  Nunndee. 
Southern  Baptists  who  addressed 
the  hearing  were  Vent  Buchanan, 
Doug  Collins  and  Austin  Scott,  all 
of  Georgia. 

Response  to  the  hearing 
prompted  subcommittee  chair¬ 
man  Joe  Wilson,  R.-S.C-,  to  call 
for  an  additional  hearing  on  the 
matter  within  the  next  60  days. 

To  view  a  video  of  the  full 
hearing,  read  Carver’s  complete 
testimony,  or  find  mote  infor¬ 
mation  from  the  hearing,  visit 
http://goo.gi/GnPhXb.  To  learn 
more  about  Southern  Baptist 
chaplaincy,  visit  www.namb.net/ 
chaplaincy. 


B 

corn,  from  p  1 

North  Korea  was  ranked  as 
the  world’s  top  persecuter  of 
Christians  for  the  12th  con¬ 
secutive  year  in  a  report  re¬ 
leased  Jan.  8  by  Open  Doors, 
which  seeks  to  strengthen  the 
persecuted  church. 

North  Korea  practices  a 
cult-like  worship  of  the  Kim 
family  and  continues  to  im¬ 
prison  from  50,000-70,000 
followers  of  Christ  in  con¬ 
centration  camps,  prisons, 
or  prison-like  conditions,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Open  Doors. 

Three  generations  of  the 
accused’s  family  are  routinely 
executed  or  imprisoned  along 
with  the  accused,  according 
to  several  former  prisoners 
who  have  made  their  way  to 
the  West. 

Possessing  a  Bible  in 
North  Korea  could  result  in 
execution  or  a  life  sentence 
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CONFERENCE 

com  from  p.  1 

they  will  all  be  blessed,  encouraged,  and  that  will 
help  the  church,’  I  Mm  said.  "As  a  matter  of  fact, 


I  tell  our  leaders  that  they  aren’t  preaching  just 
to  pastors,  but  are  there  to  preach  to  Mississippi 
Baptists.  This  is  a  Mississippi  Baptist  event’ 

Uim  had  high  praise  for  Northcrest  Church. 
The  host  churchmakes  a  big  difference.  People  en¬ 
joy  coming  to  a  place  where  they  fed  welcome  and 
their  needs  are  met  Northcrest  understood  that 
They  made  it  a  ministry.’  Lum  also  praised  Dan  La¬ 
nier,  senior  pastor,  and  Paul  Davis,  worship  pastor, 
along  with  tne  rest  of  the  church  staff  and  huty. 

Conference  sneakers  included: 

■  Fred  Luter,  pastor,  Franklin  Avenue  Church, 
New  Orleans,  La.,  and  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention 

■  Kevin  Hamm,  pastor,  First  Church,  Garden- 
dale,  Ala. 

■  Bob  Pitman,  Bob  Pitman  Ministries,  Musde 
Shoals,  Ala. 

B  Jeff  La  Borg,  Fust  Church,  Indian  Trail,  N.C 
(East  Campus) 

a  Jim  Futral,  Executive  Director-Treasurer, 
MBCB 

a  Don  Wilton,  Pastor.  First  Church,  Spartan¬ 
burg,  S.C 

Praise  and  worship  was  provided  by  Paul  Davis, 
musicians,  and  choir  from  Northcrest  Church. 

Luter  preached  the  Sunday  evening  service.  Pas¬ 
tor  Dan  Lanier  stated  that  there  were  IJ50  people 
attending  that  night,  having  to  bring  in  chairs  to 
seat  the  overflow. 

Hamm  chose  as  his  text  Revelation  2.  ’Life’s 
greatest  danger  is  forsaking  your  first  love,’  Hamm 
said.  He  continued  by  sayuig.  The  greatest  prob¬ 
lem  in  America  is  not  in  the  white  House  but  in  the 
church  house.  Dtv,  dull  churches  are  one  of  Ameri¬ 
ca’s  greatest  problems." 

Pitman  preached  from  1  Corinthians  15.  In  his 
message,  he  shared  that  ’one  of  the  devil’s  bi 

can’t  change.  But  Jesus  does 


* ...  ws  are  trying  very  hard  to 
remind  our  pastors  that  this  is  not 
a  pastor's  conference.  If  they  can 
bring  leaders  from  different  points  in 
their  church,  they  will  ad  be  blessed, 
encouraged,  and  that  will  help  the 
church.  As  a  matter  of  fact.  I  teU  our 
leaders  that  they  aren't  preaching  just 
to  pastors,  but  are  there  to  preach 
to  Mississippi  Baptists.  This  is  a 
Mississippi  Baptist  event  .' 

Don  Lum 


MlasiasJppi  Baptist  Convention  Board  - 

LaBorg  preached  from  Romans  12.  ’Don’t  read 
another  study  ’  he  said.  "You  need  to  act  on  what 
you've  learned,  based  on  the  doctrinal  material  in 
chapters  one  through  11.’  LaBorg  continued  by 
saying  that  ’the  issue  in  our  churches  is  not  edu¬ 
cation.  I  am  not  against  education.  But  some  of  us 
have  been  educated  beyond  our  intelligence.  The 
issue  today  is  unction.  We  are  to  present  ourselves 
as  sacrifices.” 

Futral,  using  John  6,  moke  about  “stickability.’ 
’It’s  found  throughout  the  Bible,’  Futral  stated. 
‘Jesus  didn’t  feed  the  five  thousand  -  he  handed 
the  job  to  the  disciples  ...  Who  gave  you  the  au¬ 
thority  to  be  in  ministry?  The  disciples  got  author¬ 
ity  from  Jesus.  He  is  tne  only  authority  you  have. 
If  you  don’t  have  that  personal  relationship,  you 
won’t  stick  with  it’ 

After  tie  dinner  provided,  Wilton  brought 
the  final  message.  From  2  Chronicles  30,  Wilton 

spoke  of  how  *the  hand  of  God  was  on  the  people.’ 

“There  is  a  broken  heart  on  every  pew,  Wilton 
said.  ’God  doesn’t  consult  you  and  me  concern¬ 
ing  what  be  wants  for  His  people.  Is  God’s  hand 
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•dBH  Wd, andgave  up  the  ghost,*  The  Rom 
n  10:30  (KJV).  This  one  verse  states  knew  Jesus  i 
in  the  Apostle  Johns  main  point  that  'But  when  ti 
■s  is  in  mil  control  aD  the  way  through  that  he  was  d 
i e  end  events.  The  detail  in  verse  28  legs:"  John  i< 
Jmoasaid,*!  thirst,*  (KJV)  ii  a  point-  to  a  deeper  ir 
reminder  that  Jesus  is  fuDy  human  as  It  s  finished 
I  as  fully  God.  ta.nent  prop 

fhe  writer  of  Hebrews  reminds  us  of  keejth  all 
i»  full  humanity  when  he  savr  "Now  his  bones: 
*  the  children  have  flesh  and  blood  in  not  one  of 
imon,  Jesus  also  shared  these,  so  that  them  bro- 
auzh  His  death  He  might  destroy  the  ken,”  (KJV). 

:  holding  the  power  of  death— that  is,  John 
Devil— and  free  those  who  were  held  in  points  out 
ierv  all  their  Bves  by  the  fear  of  death...  another 
Therefore,  He  had  to  be  like  His  broth-  Old  Tea- 
in  every  way,  so  that  He  could  become  t  ament 
rerciful  and  faithful  high  priest  in  ser-  prophesy 


head,  and  gave  up  the  ghost,”  John  19:30 


Why  Should  ITrust  the  Bible?  •  Psalm  1 19:1-8,  137-144 
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SocherSrace  can  be  a  valuable  toolas  we  Abixiphere  HSvWnt.'psalm  8^8^satm  of  God,  the  more  he  was  determined  to 

vrek  to  resnood  to  those  who  doubt  the  va-  Inspiration,  Hojy  Writ,  warn  b.b,_  rsau^  zealous  for  those  words.  He  would  In  verses  ; 

Bdity  of  the  Bible  and  the  existence  of  God.  lor  agffi  ”1  ^ke  sure,  that  he  honored_the  Wordof  Wsfri^s  an. 
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CALVARY  CHURCH.  BOOUE  CHITTO,  held  a  marriage  retreat  at  Jolimar 
Summit  with  17  couple*  attending.  Ronnie  and  Beverly  Cottinghan.  led  the 
retreat.  Hal  Hatten,  pastor.  ^ 


"IB'.' 


- 

PRENTKS  ASSOCIATION  held  a  diadpleship  rally  at  Mt  Olive  Church.  The  dwrct 
e*  of  the  association  came  together  for  a  time  of  praise  and  worship,  with  the  chcxrs 
from  each  church  perfoming  under  the  cSraction  o(  Kenneth  Leslie  from  Mt  Olive. 

In  other  Church 


f 


in  to  the  ministry  of  preaching, 
are  Npwlin  and  pastor  Don  Baggett. 


D'LO.  held  an  ordination  service  for  Scott 
Sones  Dec.  IS,  2013.  Shown  are  Sones,  his  wife  Kristi,  and  hit 
father  Robert  Sones  who  led  the  charge.  Scon  Sones  is  pastor 
of  Hebron  Church,  Yazoo  Association. 


FIRST  CHURCH,  RALEIGH,  honored 
Elizabeth  Hegwood  with  a  surprise  day 
of  honor  Jan.  1?  for  her  over  72  years  of 
Bible  teaching  and  service.  Steve  Stone, 
Associate  Executive  Director,  Chun* 
growth  Department  Mississippi  Siptist 
Convention  Board,  brought  the  mes¬ 
sage  and  presented  Hegwood  with  a 
certificate  noting  her  service.  Jeff  Myers, 
pastor,  presented  her  with  a  plaque.  She 
la  92  yers  old.  leaches  a  Sunday  School 
class,  serves  asJKVMU  president  end 
serves  in  aHwrbreas  of  the  church. 


V 


CLARKSOALE  CHURCH,  CLARK  SO  ALE,  ordained 

Tom  Jones  as  deacon.  Shown  are  Greg  Hood,  Patricia 
Jones,  Jones,  and  pastor  Don  Dunavant. 


Truth  is  not  rotative. 
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